
Defining moments 
                                         from the past with lessons for a post-9/11 world… 
 
Web Resources 
Note: All links and quotations current as of March 10, 2003 
 
 
Civics Education/Civil Rights Organizations 
 
ABA Division for Public Education 
http://www.abanet.org/publiced/home.html 
The mission of the ABA Division for Public Education is to promote public understanding of law and its 
role in society. This website is “the hub of the American Bar Association's effort to build understanding 
of and respect for law.” It features a wide range of educational resources for teachers and students at all 
levels. 
 
American Civil Liberties Union 
http://www.aclu.org/ 
Founded in 1920, The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization 
dedicated to defending and preserving Constitutionally guaranteed rights and liberties in the courts and 
legislatures of the United States. Made up of over 300,000 men and women in various state and regional 
offices, the ACLU holds the position “that civil liberties must be respected, even in times of national 
emergency.”  
 
American Civil Liberties Union of Northern California 
http://www.aclunc.org/ 
Ernest Bessig, a member of the ACLU of Northern California, was the attorney who encouraged Fred 
Korematsu to file suit against the U.S. government in response to his arrest for violating the internment 
order. The ACLU of Northern California is based in San Francisco, where Korematsu lived in 1942. From 
their website: “Today, we are at the forefront of every civil liberties battle in the state -- from the rights of 
immigrants and reproductive rights to abolition of the death penalty and the rights of lesbians and gay 
men.”  
 
Center for Civic Education through Law 
http://www.oakland.k12.mi.us/resources/miciviced/ 
The Center for Civic Education through Law is dedicated to preparing a strong citizenry and equipping 
students to become citizens who can participate at various levels of government. “The Center delivers 
programs, training, and instructional materials to elementary, middle, and high school teachers and 
students and makes resources from the legal community available to them.” 
 
 
Internment and the Japanese American Experience 
 
A More Perfect Union 
http://americanhistory.si.edu/perfectunion/experience/index.html 
This Smithsonian Institution National Museum of American History web exhibit “explores this period 
when racial prejudice and fear upset the delicate balance between the rights of the citizen and the power 
of the state. It tells the story of Japanese Americans who suffered a great injustice at the hands of the 
government, and who have struggled ever since to insure the rights of all citizens guaranteed by the U.S. 
Constitution.” 
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Evacuation and Internment of San Francisco Japanese - 1942  
http://www.sfmuseum.org/war/evactxt.html 
In this web exhibit of the San Francisco Museum, you can read articles from The San Francisco News 
reporting on FBI and police sweeps, and the various proclamations and plans associated with the 
relocation of area Japanese Americans.  
 
Exploring Japanese American Internment  
http://www.jainternment.org/ 
This website, produced by the National Asian American Telecommunications Association, was created as 
a public education resource for educators and students. Here you will find a “collection of video clips as a 
starting point for examining the many aspects and implications of the Japanese American internment.” 
 
Japanese-American Internment in WWII Photographs Exhibit, Univ. Utah  
http://www.lib.utah.edu/spc/photo/9066/9066.htm 
This collection of resources from the University of Utah focuses on two interment camps: Tule Lake, in 
northern California, and Topaz in Utah.  
 
“Tule Lake was one of the most infamous of the internment camps. Prisoners there held frequent 
demonstrations and strikes, demanding their rights under the U.S. Constitution. As a result, it was made a 
"segregation camp," and internees from other camps who had refused to take the loyalty oath or had 
caused disturbances were sent to Tule Lake. At its peak, Tule Lake held 18,789 internees. Tule Lake was 
also one of the last camps to be closed, staying open until March 20, 1946” 
 
“Named for a nearby mountain, Topaz was in the middle of an area charitably described as a "barren, 
sand-choked wasteland." The first internees were moved into Topaz in September 1942, and it was closed 
in October 1945. At its peak, Topaz held 9,408 people in barracks of tarpaper and wood.” 
 
Japanese American Internment Memorial 
http://www.scu.edu/SCU/Programs/Diversity/memorial.html 
An interesting site featuring a memorial sculpture dedicated to the Japanese Americans interned during 
World War II. It stands at the Robert Peckham Federal Building, close by the original War Relocation 
Authority Building for the states of Arizona, California and Washington. 
 
Japanese American National Museum  
http://www.janm.org/ 
A museum dedicated to the culture and heritage of Japanese Americans. The internment is featured. 
 
Suffering Under a Great Injustice Ansel Adams's Photographs of Japanese-American Internment at 
Manzanar  
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aamhtml/aamhome.html 
In 1943, Ansel Adams documented the Manzanar War Relocation Center and the Japanese Americans 
interned there for the War Relocation Authority. His work is presented here as part of the Library of 
Congress’s American Memory Project. 
 
War Relocation Authority Camps in Arizona, 1942-1946 
http://www.library.arizona.edu/images/jpamer/wraintro.html 
This exhibit by the University of Arizona features photographs taken for the War Relocation Authority, 
depicting life in Arizona's two camps: the Colorado River Relocation Center and the Gila River 
Relocation Center. Over 30,000 Americans of Japanese decent were interned in Arizona between 1942 
and 1946. 
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Government Links 
 
Department of Homeland Security  
http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/ 
Although not expressed in those terms, the internment of Japanese Americans was the government’s 
response to potential terrorism.  In the post-9/11 world, the Department of Homeland Security is 
responsible for coordinating the response of the federal government to domestic and foreign terrorist 
threats. Note how protecting rights of groups and individuals is built in to their mission: “DHS is also 
dedicated to protecting the rights of American citizens and enhancing public services, such as natural 
disaster assistance and citizenship services, by dedicating offices to these important missions.” 
 
Ninth Circuit Homepage 
http://www.ce9.uscourts.gov/ 
The Ninth Circuit had original jurisdiction in the Korematsu case. It is the largest of the 13 federal 
circuits, encompassing the states of Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, 
Oregon, Washington, and Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands. Fifteen of the 94 federal judicial 
districts are located in the Ninth Circuit. 
 
The Supreme Court Historical Society  
http://www.supremecourthistory.org/ 
The Supreme Court Historical Society is committed to preserving and presenting the history of the 
Supreme Court of the United States by conducting public and educational programs, publishing books 
and other materials, supporting historical research, and collecting antiques and artifacts related to the 
Court's history.  
 
Supreme Court of the United States  
http://www.supremecourtus.gov/ 
This is the official site of the Supreme Court. This site is an excellent resource for information on the 
workings and procedures of the high court, and provides links to several offices, agencies, and 
organizations of the federal government that relate to it. 
 
 
Frank Murphy 
 
The Sweet Trials 
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/sweet/sweet.html 
This portion of the “Famous American Trials” website has an array of interesting primary materials and 
commentaries on the Sweet trial. The trial was presided over by Frank Murphy in his capacity as Detroit 
Recorder’s Court Judge. Clarence Darrow defended Dr. Sweet. A telling excerpt from his remarks to the 
jury follows: “If I thought any of you had any opinion about the guilt of my clients, I wouldn't worry, 
because that might be changed.  What I'm worried about is prejudice.  They are harder to change.  They 
come with your mother's milk and stick like the color of the skin. I know that if these defendants had been 
a white group defending themselves from a colored mob, they never would have been arrested or tried.  
My clients are charged with murder, but they are really charged with being black.” 
 
 Michigan Historical Marker Frank Murphy 
http://www.michmarkers.com/Pages/S0285.htm 
 
Read the text of the historical marker in Harbor Beach, Michigan, dedicated to Frank Murphy. 
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