Defining moments

PEOPLE

Justice Hugo L. Black - Wrote the majority opinion upholding the conviction of Fred Korematsu in the
U.S. Supreme Court case Korematsu v. U.S. Government. Justice Black, considered a liberal, was
appointed to the court by President Franklin Roosevelt in 1937 and served until his retirement in 1971.

Winston Churchill - Prime Minister of Great Britain, 1939-1945

General John L. DeWitt - Commanded the Western Defense Command between December 5, 1939, and
June 15, 1943. DeWitt supervised the evacuation of Japanese and Japanese-American residents from the
West Coast.

Mitsuye Endo - Endo, an American citizen, had been granted leave clearance by the War Relocation
Authority, but the Western Defense Command would not allow her to re-enter the restricted zone. The
Supreme Court ruled that a Ms. Endo, loyal American citizen, could not be held in a relocation camp
against her will, effectively ending the internment policy.

Gordon Hirabayashi - Hirabayashi, a United States citizen of Japanese ancestry, was imprisoned for
violating a curfew law and refusing to evacuate to an interment camp. Forty-four years later, his
conviction was overturned on the basis that he was denied due process as guaranteed under the
Constitution.

Adolph Hitler - Dictator of Germany from 1933 to 1945. Hitler’s forces conquered most of Europe
before Germany was defeated in May 1945.

Fred Korematsu - In 1942, Korematsu was arrested for refusing to relocate to an internment camp. The
U.S. Supreme Court upheld his conviction in 1944 on the grounds of military necessity. In 1983,
Korematsu appealed his conviction. Later that year a federal court in San Francisco overturned the
conviction, stating that the government's case at the time had been based on false, misleading, and racially
biased information.

Justice Frank Murphy - Frank Murphy was Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court from 1940
until his death in 1949. His earlier career included service as a judge of the Detroit Recorders Court and
instructor in law at the University of Detroit. He later held the offices of Mayor of Detroit, U.S.
Governor-General in the Philippines, Governor of Michigan, and Attorney General of the United States.
In 1944, Murphy’s famous dissent in Korematsu v. United States attacked as racist the government’s
wartime internment of Japanese Americans.

Franklin Roosevelt - Thirty-Second President of the United States, 1933-1945
Prime Minister Hideki Tojo - Tojo became the Prime Minister of Japan in 1941 and within two months
ordered the attack on U.S. forces in Hawaii. He served as the political and military leader of Japan until

1944. After the war, the Allies found Tojo guilty of war crimes, and he was hanged.

Minouri Yasui - Yasui disobeyed curfew and was sentenced by a federal court in Portland, Oregon to a
one-year imprisonment.
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Assembly Centers (or Temporary Detention Centers) - After the evacuation notice orders, Japanese
Americans were transported to fifteen transit detention camps that were set up in converted racetracks and
fairgrounds.

Assembly Centers:

Fresno, CA Pomona, CA Santa Anita, CA
Marysville, CA Portland, OR Stockton, CA
Mayer, CA Puyallup, WA Tanforan, CA
Merced, CA Sacramento, CA Tulare, CA
Pinedale, CA. Salinas, CA Turlock, CA

Executive Order 9066 - The Presidential order authorizing the evacuation of Japanese Americans
from the West Coast.

442" Regiment - Japanese-American soldiers from the West Coast who fought primarily in France.
The 442™ was one of the most decorated units in U.S. military history.

Internment Camps or Permanent WRA Camps - By October 1942, the Army had transferred all
internees from fifteen temporary camps to ten permanent War Relocation Authority (WRA) camps,
under civilian control of the Department of the Interior. These camps were located in isolated inland
areas.

Internment Camps:

Granada (Amache, CO) Manzanar, CA Rohwer, AR
Denson, AR Poston, AZ Topaz, UT
Heart Mountain, WY Rivers, AZ Tule Lake (Newell, CA)

Minidoka (Hunt, ID)
Issei - Japanese immigrants, some of whom became naturalized U.S. citizens.
Kibei - Japanese Americans who were born in the U.S. and educated in Japan.

Loyalty Questions - Two questions on a loyalty questionnaire given to all Japanese Americans adults
held in the internment camps.

No. 27. Are you willing to serve in the armed forces of the United States on combat
duty wherever ordered?

No. 28. Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the United States of America and
faithfully defend the United States from any or all attack by foreign or domestic
forces, and forswear any form of allegiance or obedience to the Japanese emperor, to
any other foreign government, power or organization?

(Note: For female citizens, question 27 was reworded, asking if they were willing to volunteer for the
Army Nurse Corps or the Women's Army Corp. Also, question 28 left out ‘defend . . . from any or all
attack . ..”)
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Munson Report - Investigation ordered by President Franklin Roosevelt that found no evidence of
espionage or sabotage by members of the Japanese American community.

Nisei - First generation, U.S.- born Japanese Americans.

Non-alien - A U.S. citizen of Japanese ancestry. (Japanese Americans were referred to as aliens and
non-aliens, rather than as non-citizens and citizens.)

Pearl Harbor (Attack) - On December 7, 1941, Japanese planes bombed American military
installations in the Hawaiian Islands, killing over a thousand people and destroying much of the U.S.
Pacific fleet.

Redress and Reparations - President Ronald Reagan signed the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 on
August 10, 1988. The Act was passed by Congress to provide a Presidential apology and payment of
$20,000.00 to the internees, evacuees, and persons of Japanese ancestry who lost liberty or property
due to the actions by the Federal government during World War II. The Act also created the Civil
Liberties Public Education Fund to help teach children and the public about the internment period. On
November 21, 1989, President George Bush signed an appropriations bill authorizing payments to be
paid out between 1990 and 1998.

Relocation - The imprisonment/incarceration of Japanese Americans in camps within the interior of
the country.

Restitution - Funds offered to compensate for the financial losses incurred by those interned.
Sansei - The Sansei are the third generation of Japanese Americans living in America.
Western Defense Command — Was an army command area consisting of eight western states.
World War II Combatants
The Allies: United States, Britain, France, U.S.S.R.
Also: Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, Greece, the Netherlands, New

Zealand, Norway, Poland, South Africa, Yugoslavia.

The Axis Powers: Germany, Italy, Japan
Also: Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria.

War Relocation Authority (WRA) - A civilian administration created by an executive order from
Franklin Roosevelt.
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